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imbalance, equivalent to the quantity of en-
ergy of exploding more than 400,000 atomic 
bombs of the kind dropped on Hiroshima, 
Japan, per day, 365 days per year, across the 
planet; 

Whereas the latest climate science and 
real-world observations of that energy im-
balance demonstrate that the approximately 
1 degree Celsius of warming that has already 
occurred as a result of human-caused cli-
mate change is already dangerous and nega-
tively affecting all aspects of society and the 
economy of the United States; 

Whereas the last time that atmospheric 
concentrations of carbon dioxide were over 
400 parts per million— 

(1) the seas were 70 to 90 feet higher; 
(2) Greenland had no ice; and 
(3) coral reefs suffered a major extinction; 
Whereas similar conditions will result if 

the United States does not drastically reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions and naturally se-
quester excess concentrations of atmos-
pheric carbon dioxide during the 21st cen-
tury; 

Whereas climate change is a threat to na-
tional security, as climate change contrib-
utes to and exacerbates global instability 
and conflict; 

Whereas the generation of today’s children 
was born into a climate system made haz-
ardous to their health and well-being be-
cause of human-caused climate change; 

Whereas children are uniquely vulnerable 
to human-caused climate change because of 
their developing bodies, higher exposure to 
air, food, and water per unit of body weight, 
unique behavior patterns, dependence on 
caregivers, and longevity on the planet; 

Whereas human-caused climate change is a 
public health emergency that is adversely 
impacting the physical and mental health of 
children through— 

(1) extreme weather events; 
(2) rising temperatures and increased heat 

exposure; 
(3) decreased air quality; 
(4) altered infectious disease patterns; 
(5) food and water insecurity; and 
(6) other effects; 
Whereas the best scientific information 

available projects a 15- to 30-foot rise in sea 
level by the year 2100 if current trends con-
tinue, with ever greater rises and accelera-
tion in subsequent centuries, resulting in in-
creased erosion and the loss of land, causing 
the loss of communities, homes, infrastruc-
ture, agriculture, and coastal ecosystems for 
children affected, until such time as levels of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are dra-
matically reduced and steps are taken to 
cool the upper portion of the ocean; 

Whereas infant mortality increases 25 per-
cent on extremely hot days, with the first 7 
days of life representing a period of critical 
vulnerability; 

Whereas heat illness is a leading cause of 
death and illness in high school athletes, 
with nearly 10,000 episodes of heat illness oc-
curring annually; 

Whereas 8.4 percent of children suffer from 
allergic rhinitis, and the ragweed pollen sea-
son in North America has grown 13 to 27 days 
longer since 1995 due to higher temperatures 
and greater atmospheric carbon dioxide lev-
els; 

Whereas children are especially susceptible 
to air pollution given their developing lungs, 
higher ventilation rate, and higher levels of 
physical activity; 

Whereas children exposed to smoke from 
wildfires, which have increased in frequency 
and severity due to rising temperatures and 
droughts, suffer substantial— 

(1) eye symptoms; and 
(2) upper and lower respiratory symptoms 

that lead to increased rates of asthma-re-
lated hospitalizations and emergency room 
visits; 

Whereas long-term exposure to fine partic-
ulate matter, including from sources of air 
pollution and smoke from wildfires, is asso-
ciated with higher COVID–19 mortality 
rates; 

Whereas extreme weather events can nega-
tively impact the mental health of children 
due to— 

(1) family loss or separation; 
(2) school interruption; 
(3) scarcities of food, water, and shelter; 

and 
(4) public service outages; 
Whereas, without immediate steps to ad-

dress human-caused climate change, the 
health effects of climate change on children 
will— 

(1) increase in severity and in terms of the 
number of children impacted; and 

(2) cost the United States billions of dol-
lars per year by the end of the 21st century; 

Whereas children will largely shoulder the 
costs of human-caused climate change; 

Whereas further increases in global tem-
perature will saddle children with an enor-
mous, perhaps incalculable, cost burden, un-
dermining their economic security and the 
economic security of the United States; 

Whereas children are deserving of special 
consideration and protection with respect to 
human-caused climate change; 

Whereas children on the frontlines of 
human-caused climate change across the 
United States and globally have risen up and 
called upon government leaders around the 
world to take concrete, science-based, and 
equitable action— 

(1) to address human-caused climate 
change; and 

(2) to ensure environmental and climate 
justice for their generation and future gen-
erations, including children from vulnerable 
communities that have borne the brunt of 
climate change; 

Whereas children within environmental 
justice communities, including communities 
of color, low-income communities, and indig-
enous communities, that have contributed 
the least to emissions— 

(1) have long suffered from systemic envi-
ronmental racism and social and economic 
injustices; 

(2) are disproportionately burdened by ad-
verse health or environmental effects; and 

(3) are subjected to disproportionate en-
ergy burdens; 

Whereas members and children from front-
line and environmental justice communities, 
who are more likely to reside in areas with 
greater exposure to air pollution, are dis-
proportionately impacted by the COVID–19 
pandemic; 

Whereas global atmospheric carbon dioxide 
concentrations must be reduced to less than 
350 parts per million by the end of the 21st 
century, with further reductions thereafter, 
to restore the energy balance of the planet, 
stabilize the climate system, and protect the 
ice sheets and oceans for posterity; 

Whereas existing and future adverse public 
health and other impacts and costs to chil-
dren and the United States can be signifi-
cantly mitigated if the United States acts 
promptly to reduce emissions from fossil 
fuels in the United States; 

Whereas numerous experts have concluded 
that there are multiple technically and eco-
nomically feasible pathways to place all sec-
tors of the economy of the United States on 
an emissions-reduction path consistent with 
returning global atmospheric carbon dioxide 
to 350 parts per million by 2100; 

Whereas producing energy in the United 
States with non-carbon emitting sources will 
result in energy costs within the range of re-
cent experience, ultimately saving con-
sumers money and stabilizing the cost of en-
ergy, while increasing the number of jobs in 
the energy sector; and 

Whereas multiple Federal departments and 
agencies can exercise authority delegated by 
Congress to prevent and respond to climate 
change, including— 

(1) the Department of Energy; 
(2) the Department of the Interior; 
(3) the Department of Agriculture; 
(4) the Environmental Protection Agency; 
(5) the Department of Commerce; and 
(6) the Department of State: Now, there-

fore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) renewed leadership by the United States 
is needed immediately to address the human- 
caused climate crisis that is disproportion-
ately affecting the health, economic oppor-
tunity, and fundamental rights of the chil-
dren of the United States; and 

(2) there is an urgent human-caused cli-
mate crisis that— 

(A) has inspired children across the United 
States to organize and demand immediate 
government action to protect their funda-
mental rights from the perils of climate 
change; and 

(B) demands a national, comprehensive, 
science-based, and just climate recovery plan 
that— 

(i) is prepared by Federal departments and 
agencies pursuant to delegated authority 
over energy and climate policy; and 

(ii) upholds the fundamental rights of chil-
dren and puts the United States on a trajec-
tory consistent with reducing global atmos-
pheric carbon dioxide to less than 350 parts 
per million by 2100. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1459. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, and Mr. TESTER) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 957, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to ensure that cer-
tain medical facilities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs have physical locations for 
the disposal of controlled substances medica-
tions. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1459. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, 
Mr. MORAN, and Mr. TESTER) proposed 
an amendment to the bill S. 957, to di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to ensure that certain medical facili-
ties of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs have physical locations for the 
disposal of controlled substances medi-
cations; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF PERIODS DURING 

WHICH ANY INDIVIDUAL MAY DIS-
POSE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 
MEDICATIONS AT FACILITIES OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

Section 3009 of the Johnny Isakson and 
David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 (Public 
Law 116–315; 38 U.S.C. 8110 note) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) and (c) 
as subsections (c) and (d), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection (b): 

‘‘(b) DESIGNATION OF PERIODS FOR ANY INDI-
VIDUAL TO DISPOSE OF MEDICATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate periods during which any individual 
may dispose of controlled substances medi-
cations at a covered Department medical fa-
cility. 
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‘‘(2) PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS.—The 

Secretary may carry out public information 
campaigns regarding the periods designated 
under paragraph (1).’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I have 
11 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on nominations. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, April 22, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, April 22, 2021, 
at 10: 15 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, April 
22, 2021, at to be determined, to con-
duct a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 30, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

f 

FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
177, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 177) designating April 
2021 as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I know 
of no further debate on the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 177) was 
agreed to. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the preamble 
be agreed to and that the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN’S 
AUTHOR BEVERLY CLEARY 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 178, sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 178) honoring the life 
and legacy of award-winning children’s au-
thor Beverly Cleary. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. BALDWIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 178) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MAKING TEMPORARY APPOINT-
MENTS TO THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON ETHICS 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 179, in-
troduced earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 179) to make tem-
porary appointments to the Select Com-
mittee on Ethics. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. BALDWIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 179) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, APRIL 26, 
2021 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 3 p.m., Monday, April 26; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and morning business be closed; that 
upon the conclusion of morning busi-
ness, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 
Miller nomination; finally, that the 
cloture motions filed during today’s 
session ripen at 5:30 p.m. on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2021, AT 3 P.M. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 5:05 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
April 26, 2021, at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

JILL HRUBY, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR NUCLEAR SECURITY, DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY, VICE LISA GORDON–HAGERTY, RESIGNED. 
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